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N HIS annual message to the Congress of the 

United States, assembled in joint session on 
Friday night of last week, President Roosevelt 
delivered what has been generally termed “a fight- 
ing speech,” in which he minced no words in 
assailing “big business” and other foes of his 
administration and his policies, and challenged 
them to offer a program repealing all “new deal” 
and Recovery legislation. 


The message, ostensibly “on the state of the 
nation,” was said to have been carried into more 
than fifteen million homes by radio, and probably 
created more general interest than any presiden- 
tial message since war days. While the discussion 
by the President of foreign affairs was of intense 
interest both in America and abroad, the high- 
lights of his remarks dealt mainly with domestic 
policies and the extraordinary efforts to combat 
the depression and lead the nation back to pros- 
perity. 

His intimation that no new Recovery legislation 
would be proposed at this session is taken to 
mean that he will await the verdict of the country 
at the polls next November before inaugurating 
new movements. Like a wise military leader, he 
intends to halt his advance before increasing 
opposition in order to reorganize his forces for 
the approaching battle. 

President Roosevelt said that with the present 
increasing national income and employment there 
will be no necessity for further or higher taxes, 
which no doubt caused a sigh of relief to issue 
from “big business.” The country also may antici- 
pate a reduction in appropriations for relief. 

The United States desires peace, he said, but 
will maintain adequate defense against attack. He 
urged adoption of the administration’s permanent 
neutrality bill, which already has been introduced. 

Control of the government has been wrested 
from small but powerful minorities, said the Presi- 
dent, and dollar diplomacy has been scrapped in 
the United States, but foes of the government are 
spreading “a synthetic, manufactured, poisonous 
fear.” 

The “new deal” has incurred the hatred of 
“intrenched greed,” but under “new deal” policies 
the nation approaches a balanced budget. 


+ % * % 


“New Deal” Receives Body Blow 


On Monday of this week, while the administra- 
tion’s budget message was in the hands of the 
Congress, came the greatest blow to the “new 
deal” that has been administered since the Su- 
preme Court invalidated the National Industrial 
Recovery Act. 

It was the decision of the court of last resort 
in the test: case involving the validity of the 
A.A.A., the chief feature of the administration’s 
farm program. 

In an opinion concurred in by six of the nine 
members of the court the act was held to be 
wholly unconstitutional because it invaded the 
rights of the states in seeking to control farm 
production. The whole system of processing taxes 
imposed to finance the program was invalidated. 


% 
“a 4 


No. 50 


President’s Challenge to Enemies—A. A. A. Is Nullified 


The majority opinion said in effect that Con- 
gress has no power under the Constitution to 
authorize the government to regulate the amount 
of cotton, corn, hogs, wheat, peanuts, rice or 
other products any man can raise on his farm. 
Also, the court held, the Congress has no right to 
tax one group, in this case the processors, to 
pay another group, in this case the farmers, for 
co-operating with the government. The opinion 
ruled the program was not voluntary. 


The dissenting opinion, signed by Justices Stone, 
Cardozo and Brandeis, held the government was 
within its rights in seeking to reduce crop sur- 
pluses, raise farm prices and bring stability tu 
agriculture. Processing taxes, it was maintained, 
were justified under the general welfare clause of 
the Constitution. 


The dissenters said bluntly persons dissatisfied 
with laws being enacted should go to the polls and 
whip the party in power, not seek recourse chiefly 
in the courts. The courts, the opinion continued, 
do not have a monopoly in capacity to govern. 
The trio added the stern warning the courts, if 
they continue, may destroy “an indestructible 
union of indestructible states.” 


* * * * 
The Minority Opinion 

The decision in the A.A.A. case, handed down 
this week by the Supreme Court, was arrived at 
by a 6 to 3 vote. The intense struggle that went 
on among the gray-haired jurists as they debated 
the farm program in chambers was shown by the 
“biting phrases used in the dissenting opinion,” 
according to a news service. This opinion was 
written and read by Justice Stone, a pronounced 
liberal. 

The daily newspapers, of course, do not give 
the opinion in full, but the following excerpts are 
of such significance that they will bear careful 
reading and study. Waving aside the opinion of 
the majority declaring that the processing tax 
benefit system was coercive, Justice Stone said: 

“It is enough to say no such contention is 
pressed on the taxpayer, and no such consequences 
were to be anticipated or appear to have resulted 
from the administration of the act. 

“For the appeal from unwise laws the recourse 
is not to the courts but to the ballot. 

“Interpretation of our great charter of govern- 
ment which proceeds on any assumption that the 
responsibility for preservation of institutions is the 
exclusive concern of any of the three branches 


A Public Service 


In one respect the courts are serving a use- 
ful if unwitting public service. They are forcibly 
calling attention to the danger of permitting 
unrestrained power to remain in their hands. 


Assumption of legislative powers by the 
courts is certain to bring a revulsion and an 
irresistible demand that Congress firmly and 


definitely limit their injunctive 
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powers. — 


of government, or that it alone can save them 
from destruction, is far more likely, in the long 
run, ‘to obliterate the constituent manner’ of ‘an 
indestructible union of indestructible states’ than 
the frank recognition that language, even of a 
Constitution, may mean what it says: 


““That the power to tax and spend’ includes 
the power to relieve a nation-wide maladjustment 
by conditional gifts of money.” 


* * % % 


Guffey Coal Act Invalid 


Another “new deal” measure has fallen because 
of the interpretation by a federal judge to the 
effect that it ran foul of the Constitution. Another 
step has been taken toward an overthrow of 
judicial power to annul an act of Congress and 
to usurp the legislative functions of the govern- 
ment, 

Basing his opinion chiefly upon the tax clause 
of the Constitution, which, he said, did not author- 
ize Congress to impose a 15 per cent tax upon 
companies that declined to submit to the act, 
Judge Albert L. Reeves, in the Federal Court at 
Kansas City, declared unconstitutional the Guffey 
coal stabilization law. 


The opinion was rendered in the application of 
six Missouri coal companies for an injunction to 
prevent the collector of internal revenue from 
enforcing the act. The tax, said the judge, was 
intended primarily as a measure of coercion. 


Judge Reeves said there could be no reasonable 
question of the right of Congress to tax the prod- 
ucts of the mines, but said that body could pre- 
scribe only such regulation as would facilitate 
collection of the tax. 


Congress also has no specifically assigned 
power to make provision for the general welfare, 
the opinion continued. 

“The general welfare of the people can only be 
promoted, and can best be served, by a prudent 
and salutary exercise of the powers specifically 
granted in the Constitution,” he said. “Encroach- 
ment upon the wisely reserved powers of the 
states does not promote the general welfare, but 
would tend inevitably to the destruction of local 
authority and would sound the knell of demo- 
cratic government.” 


* * * * 
Employment Lags, Business Gains 

“Although business has now recovered half its 
depression loss, only 30 per cent of the depression 
unemployed have been put to work,” said a state- 
ment issued by William Green from Washington 
last week. 

The American Federation of Labor president 
said the decline in employment for November was 
smaller than usual for that month. He estimated 
the November unemployment at _ 11,672,187, 
against 11,448,986 in October. Last year the figure 
jumped from 12,212,690 in October to 12,580,535 
in November. 

Green’s explanation of the disproportionate 
ratio between industrial and employment recovery 
was that “while technological improvements in 


industry are steadily reducing the number of 
workers necessary to provide all the ‘goods and» 
service industry can niarket, the number of ‘men 
and women who want work is steadily increasing.” 


Saying layoffs from October 15 to November 15 
were 174,000, Green added that it indicated em- 
ployment was “holding its own better than in any 
of the last six years.” 

* * * * 


Travesty on Popular Government 


Assailing the “assertion of supreme authority” 
by the judiciary, Donald R. Richberg called on 
lawyers to urge that Congress prevent lower fed- 
eral courts from passing on the constitutionality 
of laws. : 

In his first public appearance since retiring as 
N.R:A. administrator, Richberg addressed the Bar 
Association of New York. 

“Regardless of the conceded character and abil- 
ity of the judges,” he said, “it is, to put it bluntly, 
a travesty upon representative, popular govern- 
ment to empower one man, serving as the judge 
of an inferior court, to annul, even temporarily, 
a law which has been enacted by a body of 531 
men, constituting the supreme legislative assem- 
bly of the nation, and approved by the chief execu- 
tive, who is elected by all the people.” 

Asking the “more conservative members of the 
bar” to recognize that there is “something seri- 
ously wrong with the present procedure,” Rich- 
berg said: 

“Unless they advance a reasonable program to 
meet a reasonable and growing complaint, what 
forces can be expected to check an inevitable de- 
mand for sweeping amendments that will either 
expand unwisely the powers of the federal legis- 
lature or contract unwisely the powers of the 


Supreme Court itself?” 
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Lord Reading as a Citizen 


Few men have been more warmly or more 
truthfully eulogized at their passing than Lord 
Reading. He was born Rufus Isaacs; his first 
self-directed activity in life was that of a ship’s 
cabin boy; he became Britain’s foremost lawyer; 
and for years before his death he was acclaimed 
as his country’s wisest councillor. His four years’ 
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administration of India was the most peaceful 
period, that region has known for a generation. 


Yet there is one tale that ‘has not been told and 
one moral of his career that has not been drawn. 
The story first. Reading, still called Lawyer 
Isaacs, was king’s counsel—or, as we should say, 
prosecuting attorney—in the famous Crippen mur- 
der case. His cross-examination of Crippen has 
been described as unique. As he asked each ques- 
tion he would hold Crippen back from answering 
until the meaning and significance of every pos- 
sible answer had been explained to him. “If you 
answer ‘yes,’ it will mean so and so; if you answer 
‘no,’ it will mean this. I want you to understand 
before you answer.’”’ Crippen understood; he said 
after the trial that he had been treated with the 
most perfect fairness; but that fairness took: him 
to the gallows. 


The moral next. Reading, of course, was a Jew; 
his name tells that. Britain has acclaimed him 
again and again as nearly if not quite her most 
valuable citizen; and his later work was public 
work, which the world could see. Yet with that 
example plain before him, and a hundred lesser 
examples of the same sort closer by, Adolf Hitler 
thought to advance his country by persecuting and 
driving out the Jews. 

* % * % 


Inhuman Persecution of Jews 


The liberal Manchester “Guardian,” England, 
says: “The Nazis have been able to do as they 
please within their own frontiers for three years 
short of three months. The result is worse than 
anything that was expected even by their severest 
critics when they first set about burning books, 
persecuting Jews and political opponents, perpe- 
trating and condoning political crime, and shatter- 
ing standards of justice. 


“What they did in those days has since been 
proved to be no mere outbreak of fanaticism or 
revolutionary emotion. The Nazi revolution has 
been characterized by its coldness and calculation. 
. .. It is made more and more fearful by degrees 
that are measured out with a deliberation that is 
almost scientific. The ‘terror’ is not as wild as it 
was, but it is more inhuman. ... German methods 
have changed strangely under the Austrian ‘leader’ 
and his semi-foreign associates. 

“The German were always great sticklers for 
legal forms. They always made theory precede 
practice. ... But now practice and the execution 
of secret or unwritten laws go ahead and we have 
the recent example of the so-called ‘Nuremberg 
laws’ against the Jews. ... The Nazis are making 
it impossible for Jews to live in Germany and yet 
impossible for them to leave it. They persecute 
them ‘to death,’ and yet not quite to death; they 
keep them alive in order to persecute them further.” 

——_—___ &-___—_. 
36,400 AUTO DEATHS 


The National Safety Council reports from its 
headquarters in Chicago that 36,400 persons were 
killed during 1935 in motor vehicle accidents, 
compared with 36,001 fatalities in 1934. 
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Wardell Will Preside 
Over Ball Committee 


Headquarters in Washington of Labor’s Con- 
mittee for the President’s Birthday Ball on Janu- 
ary 30 reports that organization for the great 
annual event in various parts of the country are 
more advanced at this time than on a similar date 
a year ago. 

With reports for a dozen or more of the larger 
cities already in, with plans under way, the smaller 
communities are rolling up an impressive total. 


San Francisco’s part in the celebration will be 
under the supervision of a committee headed hy 
Justus Wardell, former collector of internal reve- 
nue, appointed by Colonel Henry L. Doherty, 
chairman of the national ball committee. Wardell 
states that he has received offers of co-operation 
from outstanding civic leaders, and gives assurance 
that the President’s Birthday Ball in San Fran- 
cisco will be an outstanding success. 


The local committee will be organized immedi- 
ately, headquarters having already been estab- 
lished in the St. Francis Hotel. The affair will 
again be featured by a queen contest and a galaxy 
of stars from the screen, stage and radio. 

As in previous years, the proceeds will again he 
used to aid the campaign to stamp out infantile 
paralysis. 
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Labor Measures Advocated by 
New Senator From Minnesota 


Collective bargaining to determine the economic 
relations between workers and employers, old-age 
pensions, unemployment insurance and consumers’ 
co-operatives are included in the measures re- 
ported to be advocated by Elmer E. Benson, ap- 
pointed to the United States Senate by Governor 
Floyd B. Olson of Minnesota to succeed Thomas 
D. Schall, who died recently in Washington as the 
result of an automobile accident. At the time of 
his appointment Benson was state banking com- 
missioner of Minnesota. 

He is also said to support higher taxes on large 
incomes and inheritances and public ownership of 
industries which have reached the monopoly stage. 

Sg 

SERVICE UNION ASKS WAGE BOOST 

The New York Council of the Building Service 
Employees’ International Union has presented de- 
mands for a blanket forty-hour week, a 40 per 
cent increase in wages and a union shop agrec- 
ment for all building service employees to the 
Realty Advisory Board on Labor Relations, rep- 
resenting the real estate interests. The demands 
cover more than 10,000 apartment buildings, hotels, 
department stores, and loft and office. struc- 
tures. James P. Bambrick, president of the union. 
said that about 3000 buildings are not covered by 
agreements, and that if a strike occurred the non- 
union concerns would be first affected, 

eS 
GLASS WORKERS TO STRIKE 


Officials of the Federation of Flat Glass Work- 
ers of America have called a strike of glass work- 
ers in four states as a method of persuading glass 
companies to accede to the union’s demands for 
a 7% per cent pay increase and elimination oi 
geographical wage rate differences, coupled with 
recognition of the union’s closed shop policy. 
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Real Estate Boards 
And Sales Tax Repeal 


“According to the real estate boards, Abraham 
Lincoln is a back number today,” said Edward D. 
Vandeleur, president of the California State Fed- 
eration of Labor. “Lincoln said that men died at 
Gettysburg so that the government of the people, 
by the people, and for the people might not perish 
from the earth. But the real estate boards, by 
admitting they are the sponsors of the Riley- 
Stewart amendment as well as the sales tax, have 
convinced many that they, and not the people of 
the State of California, are the legislative power.” 


Speculative Use of Land 


“Industry,” said Vandeleur, “whether that of 
farmer, fruit grower, manufacturer or merchant, 
must have access to land for locations and ma- 
terials upon which to work. Common sense says 
that anything, such as good roads, improved ma- 
chinery and the like, which helps us to reach land 
and to secure needed materials, should benefit 
labor and the people. Why should progress even 
appear to be a curse? The real estate boards, for 
the public good, they say, encourage public 
improvements. By securing options or buying land 
ahead of time and in the way of public improve- 
ments they benefit. Ultimately, by forcing the 
speculative prices of land to a point where labor 
and capital can not profit by its use, they become 
a major factor in causing depressions and the ills 
of poverty. 

“Labor is strongly in favor of the sales tax re- 
peal amendment to be voted on this year. I give 
answers to questions I wish the real estate boards 
would also answer. 


Tax Relief Canceled by Sales Tax 


“Why did the real estate boards inflict the sales 
tax on the people? Because the trick of shifting 
taxes on the purchases of the people who own 
homes and farms cancels the tax relief given on 
their property while the tax relief gained by the 
big landed estates, corporations and other land 
speculators is very largely a net relief. 

“Why do the real estate boards oppose the un- 
taxing of improvements and tangible personal 
property, as the sales tax repeal amendment pro- 
vides? Why do they insist that homes, buildings, 
barns, orchards, livestock, farm implements, 
stocks of goods in factories and stores, building 
materials, trucks, autos, contracting machinery— 
in fact, all products of labor—be taxed? Because, 
as it seems to me, while these taxes are a burden 
on industry and on the consumer, they are not a 
tax on land holdings nor a burden to land specu- 
lators, 


Why Repeal Is Opposed 


“Finally, why do the real estate boards and the 
owners of large landed estates oppose paying 
taxes in proportion to the value of the land they 
are privileged by the state to hold? Because, con- 
trolling and holding thousands of acres of land of 
great present or potential value in the country 
with little or no improvements on it, holding hun- 
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dreds of parcels of industrial, commercial and 
home land-sites of great value in the towns and 
cities on which are mere shacks, slums or no 
improvements at all, they will not benefit by the 
exemptions of the sales tax repeal amendment as 
will the working farmer, the owners of office 
buildings, apartment buildings and homes. Being 
land speculators, it is but natural that they would 
want taxes placed on what they don’t own— 
improvements and machinery made by labor. This 
helps them to hold more land, a gift of nature 
with no cost of production, a longer time, at a 
higher price, for a greater profit. 

“The land speculator’s gain is the loss to labor, 
to industry, to the people. The real estate boards 
mean to make their gains and the people’s losses 
as great as possible. Are these groups, represent- 
ing a very small minority, to be accepted as lead- 
ers and entitled to legislate for the people of 
California?” 
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THE TIME IS SHORT 

With the 1936 period for renewal of automobile 
registration ending at midnight, January 30, car 
owners are crowding to plate-issuing offices and 
providing a heavy early rush of applications, ac- 
cording to reports from. various sections of the 
state. The January 30 deadline is of special im- 
portance to car owners because those who fail to 
apply before expiration of the time limit will have 
to pay double the amount of the new license fee 
based on car valuation, it is pointed out in a state- 
ment by the California State Automobile Associa- 
tion. The new fee, at the rate of $1.75 per $100, is 
in addition to the regular $3 registration fee. 


Eleven Million Idle 


With private industry deliberately closing op- 
portunities for employment to eleven million work- 
ing men and women, the only adequate remedy to 
provide jobs for this vast army of out-of-works 
is the shorter work-week, This emphatic declara- 
tion featured a statement by William Green, presi- 
dent of the American Federation of Labor, on the 
economic outlook for 1936. 

Taking note of the fact that subversive groups 
opposed to federal legislation in the broad field of 
social justice have taken all of this class of legis- 
lation enacted by the 1935 session of Congress 
into the courts with the expressed desire that the 
measures will be held unconstitutional, the head 
of the A. F. of L. said the importance of the de- 
cisions of the United States Supreme Court on 
these questions make the coming year “fateful for 
labor.” 


Andy Furuseth Back 
From Geneva Meeting 


The seamen are at last guaranteed that the 
question of their working conditions, which has 
long been pending before the International Labor 
Organization, will be dealt with finally by that 
body during 1936, Andrew Furuseth, president of 
the International Seamen’s Union of America, de- 
clared in Washington on his return from the 
two weeks’ session of the Preparatory Maritime 
Conference at Geneva, Switzerland. 


President Roosevelt appointed Furuseth as the 
labor member of the American delegation to rep- 
resent American seamen. The other members were 
Robert W. Bruere, representing the United States 
government, and Samuel Aitken, vice-president 
of Moore & McCormick, representing American 
ship operators. 


The Preparatory Conference prepared the 
ground for the conclusion of an international con- 
vention at the maritime session of the 1936 Inter- 
national Labor Conference at Geneva. 


The reports which the conference made cover 
the manning of seagoing ships, hours of labor on 
board ships, vacations with pay, and other labor 
questions covering all personnel in different de- 
partments. The findings will be accepted as a basis 
for an international convention to be drawn up by 
the International Labor Office. The convention 
will then be submitted to the various governments, 
including the United States, which are members 
of the International Labor Organization. 

Seamen’s delegates at the Preparatory Confer- 
ence, Furuseth said, were confident that the ques- 
tion of working conditions at sea will be satisfac- 
torily dealt with at the forthcoming maritime ses- 
sion of the International Labor Conference. 

Furuseth is approaching his eighty-second birth- 
day. He enjoys the honor of being the oldest na- 
tional trade union executive in the United States. 
He has been president of the Seamen’s Union 
since 1908 and a delegate to American Federation 
of Labor conventions since 1893. He is quite 
vigorous and is one of the outstanding person- 
alities of the organized labor movement. 
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$2,500,000 RELIEF FUND APPROVED 

By a large majority the voters of Oklahoma, in 
a referendum election, approved an appropriation 
of $2,500,000 for direct relief for the next nineteen 
months. The measure was initiated by Governor 
E. W. Marland. 


a 


DRINK CASWELL’S COFFEE 
GEO. W. CASWELL CO. 


SUtter 6654 


442 Second Street 


Main Office and Works’ - 


WE SPECIALIZE IN MEN'S WEARING APPAREL, 
SUITS, OVERCOATS, HATS, TIES, WOOL SHIRTS, 
BATHROBES, SPATS, GLOVES, TIES, SILK SHIRTS, 
PAJAMAS AND UNDERWEAR. 


F. THOMAS 


Cleaners and Dyers 
Phone HEMLOCK 0180 


27 Tenth Street 


LABOR CLARION 


Published Weekly by the S. F. Labor Council 
Telephone MArket 0056 
Office, S. F. Labor Temple, 2940 Sixteenth Street 


CHAS. A. DERRY 
Editor and Manager 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
Single subscriptions 


To unions, each subscription. 
(When subscribing for entire membership 


Single copies —..........-...........c-scceescceeeccenesceenesecee 05 


Change of address or additions to union mail 
lists must come through the secretary of each 
organization. Members are notified that this is . 
obligatory. 


Entered as second-class matter August 10, 1918, 
at the postoffice at San Francisco, California, under 


| the act of March 3, 1879. 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 10, 1936 
Labor and the Constitution 


Senator Costigan of Colorado declares that he 
will press for consideration at the present session 
of Congress his proposal to amend the federal 
Constitution so as to confer on Congress author- 
ity to control production and working conditions 
in the broad field of industry and commerce. 

He maintains that Supreme Court decisions 
have limited the power of Congress so drastically 
that “anything less than an amendment to the 
Constitution will fail to equip the federal govern- 
ment to deal with repeatedly changing economic 
and social conditions.” 4 

Last year he introduced a resolution calling for 
an amendment to the Constitution conferring on 
‘Congress power “to regulate hours and conditions 
of labor and establish minimum wages in any em- 
ployment and to regulate production, industry, 
business, trade and commerce to prevent unfair 
methods and practices therein.” 

The resolution was referred to the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. Senator Costigan said he 
would canvass the committee to ascertain the pos- 
sibilities for a favorable report on his proposal. 
It is understood that the Judiciary Committees in 
both houses of Congress will have a number of 
similar resolutions referred to them before the 
session is very far advanced. 

It is therefore more than probable that the 
power of Congress in the field of industrial rela- 
tions is scheduled for considerable parliamentary 
discussion during the next few months. 

———— ee 


Not a Government Function 

More than two years ago Mrs. Mary K. Harris 
of Napa, Calif., was involved in an accident from 
which she has never recovered. In November, 
1934, Mrs. Harris was able to leave the hospital 
and return to her home. An invalid, confined to a 
wheel-chair, she has had to “reconstruct” her life. 
In a letter recently submitted in a contest con- 
ducted by a San Francisco utilities company Mrs. 
Harris states that with a modernization loan she 
purchased labor-saving devices which have “so 
simplified my work that I am now able to keep 
house for myself and my son. I can cook a meal, 
serve it and clean up afterward without leaving my 
wheel-chair. I am able to keep busy, happy and 
independent in spite of not being able to leave my 
home.” 

Of course, the assistance given the lady was not, 
strictly speaking, a legitimate government function. 
It would not receive the approbation of a Hoover, 
a Hamilton Fish or even a Willie Hearst. But it 
is likely that such instances will be remembered in 
after years by many persons with pride that their 
country, in one of the greatest crises in its his- 
tory, was able to assist in the rehabilitation of such 
a brave and resourceful woman. 
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The Danger of Fascism 


In common with union labor throughout the 
country, the Labor Clarion is not favorably im- 
pressed with the deliberations of the Congress of 
the American League Against War and Fascism, 
which has been in session at Cleveland, Ohio. Un- 
questionably an agency of the Communist party, 
it is at best but an effort to bring before the pub- 
lic the doctrines of that party under the guise of a 
“labor” gathering. 

Confirming the belief that the former “parlor 
pinks” and “intellectuals” are the dominating fac- 
tors in the gathering, the press dispatches have 
included the utterances of these gentry while ig- 
noring any addresses which may have been deliv- 
ered by representatives of labor, if any such at- 
tended the congress. 

However, this does not mean that some startling 
truths have not been given utterance; and these 
may have the effect of opening the eyes of the 
general public to conditions as they exist in the 
country today. To that extent the gathering may 
have some good effect. For instance, Dr. Harry 
F. Ward of Union Theological Seminary, New 
York, put the United States Chamber of Com- 
merce, the so-called Liberty League and the 
Hearst press in the spotlight in an address in 
which he said, among other things: 

“The real fascists are mobilizing. The confer- 
ence of industry brings together the little manu- 
facturers, the big industrialists, with the master 
financiers in the background... . 

“The Chamber of Commerce works for the most 
vicious gag laws in our history, the Liberty League 
prates about the Constitution while the bill of 
rights is being smashed, the Hearst press . . . stirs 
up hate against the ‘reds’ so that they can be ruled 
off the ballot, flung into jail and be clubbed by 
ignorant and corrupted police and deputies. 

“This is plainly the forming pattern of Ameri- 
can fascism. The only way fascism can be stopped 
from coming to power in this country is to unite 
all those who, for any reason whatever, are willing 
to defend the democratic process, before the forces 
of reaction can consolidate their power.” 

Rabbi Barnett R. Brickner of Cleveland said re- 
ligion and war were incompatible. Of fascism he 
said: “We have all the raw material out of which 
fascism can be molded and is being molded right 
here in this country.” 

Probably men from the environment of the two 
speakers mentioned are not the best spokesmen 
for labor. But at least they point the finger at the 
most vicious sources of discontent now rampant 
in this country, and in this they may be perform- 
ing a useful service. 

ee 


Bankers as Dictators 


The greatest dictators in our land are the bank- 
ers. Some call them the “international bankers,” 
but the money and credit monopoly is a better 
name, because our foreign commerce has fallen 
off to such an extent that we have few interna- 
tional bankers left. 

Well, why are the bankers dictators? 
how they do it: 

A merchant or industry wants to make a loan. 
He goes to the banker. The banker asks him to 
produce his payroll. The banker looks it over and, 
among other “economies,” demands that the con- 
cern chisel off the wages of the workers. The re- 
sult is that the firm does not obtain the money 
until it reduces its costs—principally the pay of 
the workers. 

The only way that workers can offset the con- 
trol of this money monopoly is to organize into 
labor unions for the purpose of collective bargain- 
ing and to mobilize their buying power by pur- 
chasing only union-made goods and union ser- 
vices. If workers will organize their spending it 
will be equivalent to a capital investment and will 
pay high dividends in wages. 


Here’s 


Nazi Terrorism Continues 

New terroristic sentences against German 
trade unionists have been pronounced by a Naz; 
tribunal in Hamburg. Five workers have been sen- 
tenced to terms ranging from two to four years at 
hard labor and deprived of their civic rights. The 
defendants were accused of having distributed 
anti-Nazi propaganda and periodicals sent to them 
from labor headquarters at Copenhagen, Denmark, 

The extreme nervousness of the Nazi dictator- 
ship is indicated by the threats of the prosecuting 
attorney, Behr, who stated that “this: infernal 
propaganda” must be stopped at all costs and that 
if necessary “the heads of such criminals would 
be laid before their feet.” 

The same court sentenced twenty-seven defend- 
ants to terms ranging from two to five years at 
hard labor. The defendants, all of them workers, 
were accused of having distributed an illegal news- 
Paper and other anti-Nazi literature smuggled 
across the border. 

ee — 


The Interstate Commerce Commission is re- 
ported ready to hand down a decision fixing 2 
cents per mile as the basic rate for passenger 
fares, though allowing extra charges for special 
services. Hearings by the I.C.C. on this question 
were recently concluded. 

et ge 


The special allowance of three lira, or 24 cents, 
to dependents of Italian soldiers drafted into the 
Ethiopian war has been canceled. The fascist 
regime insists that the wives and aged parents of 
these soldiers work in the munition factories for 
the greater glory of fascist Rome. 

ee 


Opposition to increasing army and navy appro- 
priations during the present session of Congress 
was foreshadowed by Senator Lynn J. Frazier of 
North Dakota, who declared in a radio address 
that preparations for “national defense” are driv- 
ing the United States toward a next world war 
and are threatening the country with national 
bankruptcy. 

————$—$_ 

The judge who threw the Wagner labor law out 
says that manufacturing isn’t interstate commerce 
at all. But you'll remember the Supreme Court 
held that members of the Journeymen Stone Cut- 
ters’ Union couldn’t refuse to cut Bedford stone 
without being guilty of violating the interstate 
commerce clause. So what? That the Supreme 
Court and the judges follow their class bent.— 
“Pacific Coast Longshoreman.” 

ee 

A Los Angeles employer has offered bonuses of 
$100 each to any of his employees who become 
parents. He recites the expense attached to the 
coming into the world of a baby, and says he 
wants to help the parents. It is a meritorious ges- 
ture, of course. But would it not be far more 
sensible to endeavor to pay his employees salaries 
sufficiently high to enable them to make provision 
for “blessed events”? 

SS 

It is characteristic of Americans that even under 
stress of great crises they can not refrain from 
finding something humorous concerning the oc- 
casion. So we have Representative Hamilton Fish 
Jr. of New York attempting to answer President 
Roosevelt’s message. Fish, by the way, seems to 
have slowed up in his campaign of “red baiting” 
to assume the role of heckler of the administra- 
tion, Designating President Roosevelt’s message 
“a vitriolic campaign speech,” Fish said he did not 
attend the night session at which the President 
read his message, “preferring not to abet or be a 
party to such an undignified performance.” It is 
likely the President was mortified by his absence! 

——_———_@____—_ 

The label triplets of American labor are the 

union label, shop card and button. 
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How to Grow High Wages 


By N. D. ALPER. 
More of Land-Rent and Price 


We have come to’a revelation of the economic 
science that shows that the people as a whole, 
including successful business men, politicians, 
editors, teachers, lawyers and other professional 
men and women, know a great deal for certain 
that is wrong. They know the payment of land 
rent causes higher prices when it does not, 

Professor Thompson’s “Elementary Econom- 
ics,” used in Los Angeles and other California 
high schools, says on page 369: “The usual notion 
is that economic rent is one of the factors in set- 
ting price. This notion, however, is incorrect. 
Economic rent does not determine price; rather 
price is the chief factor in determining economic 
rent.” . . . “Hence the retail store utilizing the 
best site can sell as cheaply, all other things being 
equal, as its competitors on a poorer location. It 
is well known that one of the large variety-store 
companies will not locate in a city unless it can 
secure a relatively high-rent site. Similarly, the 
high contract rents paid by tenants on the rich 
black soil of Iowa and Illinois do not affect the 
prices of their products.” 


Professor Fay’s “Elements of Economics,” used 
in San Francisco and other California high schools, 
says on page 440: “Store keepers sometimes de- 
fend themselves for charging high prices by say- 
ing that they must do so in order to pay their 
high rents. As far as economic rent (land rent) is 
concerned they have placed the cart before the 
horse. The Woolworth 5- and 10-cent store at 
Forty-first and Fifth avenue, New York, could not 
be profitable if high rent caused high prices. High 
economic rents do not make high prices; it is 
high prices or large sales that make high economic 
rents. (Note: Economic rent is roughly ground 
rent.) Because the people who pass along Fifth 
Avenue, New York, are able and willing to pay 
high prices or because the aggregate of their pur- 
chases is large the rental charged for business 
locations on that artery of trade are princely in 
their proportions.” 


Let us try to understand hurriedly why rent 
does not make price higher to consumers. Last 
week we pointed out that price had to go high 
enough to overcome the cost of production on 
land for which no one could afford to pay rent, 
and consequently no rent was paid for the use of 
such land and the price in dollars and cents was 
set with no rent charge in the bill. But what did 
price which let production occur on no-rent land, 
land of poor quality or location, do for the better 
land? The price for a product is the same whether 
produced on the best land or the poorest. The 
best lands, by yielding more for the labor and 
capital employed, have a lower price per ton or 
bushel or per pound cost of production. There is 
a gap or spread between the selling price fixed by 
the use of the marginal or high-cost lands and the 
cost of production on the better lands. For exam- 
ple, let us suppose that the cost of raising a 
bushel of wheat on no-rent or marginal land is $1; 
the cost of a ton of coal is $6; the cost per sale 
in a store is 50 cents. Now let us suppose the 
same bushel of wheat can be produced on the best 
land for 50 cents; a ton of coal mined on the best 
land for $3; the cost per sale in the best located 
store is 10 cents. The surplus of the best wheat 
farm was 50 cents; of the best coal mine, $3; 
of the best store location, 40 cents. All, beginning 
with the best and going towards the marginal or 
no-rent farm, mine or store, have a less and less 
gap or spread until the marginal or no-rent land 
is reached, where there is no spread at all—where 
the cost of production is the same as the selling 
price. The units of money, the pennies or dollars 
needed to close the gap, the surplus value created 
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on the better lands, is the economic or land rent. 
When people invest in or speculate in land they 
try to know how much this surplus or land rent 
will be. People will pay higher purchase prices to 
collect much land rent than they will little land 
rent. People do not invest in “dead land” unless 
the potential income or prospective income is as 
much or more than can be had by investing in 
government bonds or other safe investments. But 
the important point is that prices paid by con- 
sumers are not higher because land rent is paid. 
Burn that into your memory! Understand that! 
For it is very important to an understanding of 
“How to Grow High Wages.” 


(Copyright, 1935, by N. D. Alper) 
Next week: Beginning Taxation 
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“MEDICAL MERCHANTS” 


“Health insurance was kept out of the federal 
social security act by the pressure of the most 
insidious and irreconcilable of all the pressure 
groups in the country—the organized medical 
politicians and medical merchants, under the lead- 
ership of the inner circle of the American Medical 
Association,” declared John A. Kingsbury, former 
secretary of the Milbank Memorial Fund, speak- 
ing in New York before a joint meeting of the 
American Association for Labor Legislation and 
the American Sociological Society on “Shaping 
Public Policy.” 


ee 


FORESTS SET LOW FIRE RECORD 


Although the forest fire season in southern Cali- 
fornia did not end until December 20, the best 
forest fire record since the national forests were 
established in this state was hung up last year by 
the forest service, according to a report by United 
States Regional Forester S. B. Show. Man-caused 
fires were reduced over preceding years and an all- 
time low of 20,600 acres was burned in the fire 
season of 1935, which was approached only in 
1930, when 35,000 acres burned. The average an- 
nual acreage burned over in the national forests 
is 123,000. This record was made in spite of hav- 
ing 1700 fires in the national forests, which is over 
100 more than in the average season. 


Self-Explanatory 


To National and International Unions, State Fed- 
erations of Labor, City Central Bodies and 
A. F, of L. Organizers, Greetings: 


I have before me the circular call for the 
“Third United States Congress Against War and 
Fascism,” to be held in Cleveland, Ohio, January 
3-5, 1936. In all probability a copy of this call has 
been sent to you. 

So that you may understand what is the purpose 
of the American League Against War and Fas- 
cism, I quote to you herewith from the New York 
“Communist International’s Magazine,” January 
15, 1934, page 78: 

“Our most successful application of the united 
front has been in the anti-war and anti-fascist 
movement. We led a highly successful United 
States Congress Against War” (see) “which 
brought together 2616 delegates from all over the 
country. ... The congress from the beginning was 
led by our party quite openly. 

“The congress set up a permanent organization 
on a federative basis called the American League 
Against War and Fascism.” 

Thinking probably that you might be misled by 
the title of the organization issuing the call, I 
deemed it advisable to bring the above to your 
direct attention, 

Fraternally yours, 

WILLIAM GREEN, 
President American Federation of Labor. 
December 23, 1935. 


Comment and Criticism 


LLN.S. 

Congress in session, the Liberty League con- 
gealing reactionary opinion, labor looking at a 
surrounding ring of enemies, the courts taking 
pot shots at laws enacted in response to labor 
demand. 

Forces are moving toward tremendous decisions. 
Historians will know more about the great import 
of today’s trends and doings than can be known 
now. 

In a battle men move and some are mowed 
down and some march through to the conclusion. 
Afterwards the battle is given its value by those 
who can look back and see the whole picture. 

Today there seems to be a vast lining up for 
struggle. There is much fog in the air and it may 
be a long time before issues are clearly stated or 
line-ups fixed according to true interests. 

At bottom, the thing toward which we are mov- 
ing has to do with whether human interests are 
to ride superior to property interests. 

#) oe 


Here is a sample of what helps to shape the 
thing called opinion. One of the two or three big 
solvent railroads of the West went to Wall Street 
for a huge ten-year loan. Wall Street wanted to 
cut the time in half and wanted the traditional 
rate of interest. Here was a melon looming up. 

The railroad went to the R.F.C. and the R.F.C. 
made the loan at a rate about 1%4 per cent below 
the Wall Street bankers’ rate and on a ten-year 
basis. 

The bankers howled and they still howl. This 
business of monkeying with interest rates is some- 
thing terrible and it has to be condemned. All 
good bankers are supposed to join in a solid front 
of banking opinion. 

Looking back on what the banks did along 
about 1929 and what they did during 1930 and 1931, 
it wouldn’t seem that bankers ought to be very 
loud in their protestations. They ought to be quiet. 
But they have forgotten and they are today very 
bellicose. 

* * x 


Similarly, many corporations that were in the 
red less than three years ago, that had thrown 
their employees on the scrap heap and that didn’t 
know where to turn for business, are joining in 
the howl against labor. 

With labor’s help they are doing business, be- 
cause without labor’s support the moves that have 
made for better business never could have been 
made to stick. 

No sooner are they out of the woods than they 
begin to act like wild animals again, forgetting all 
social responsibilities, howling at the very devel- 
opments that have saved them. 

Big business, though it doesn’t know it, is by 
its current actions building up a reservoir of re- 
sentment that may get scalding hot before long. 

Big business is a political and social simpleton. 
It doesn’t know that, either. 

* * * 


Congress probably will be afraid to do very 
much for the people in this session. It seems 
likely to be cowed by those big, brave pirates who 
were on their knees weeping not so very long ago, 
but who, having once more got a dollar in their 
corporate jeans, are full of the kind of courage 
that usually marks the buccaneer—the courage 
that runs with the winds and that oozes in re- 
versals. 

Labor will need to talk strongly to this Con- 
gress. Labor is the majority—the big majority. 
Labor, too, sometimes acts as if it were licked, but 
it never needs to be licked and it never actually 
is licked. 

Labor can command and compel respect for its 
just and fair opinions and demands. 


Something Permanent 


By CHESTER M.WRIGH 


I’ve just been looking in on Major Berry’s big 
show. And it is a big show. 


There was that day when we ran into Major 
Berry in Paris. The shadow of Woodrow Wilson 
was everywhere. His presence was everywhere. 


There was Samuel Gompers, with his offices in 
the famed Hotel Crillon, too. And in those days 
Guy Oyster never left Samuel Gompers. He was 
everywhere, seeing everything, forgetting nothing. 

Up in the Crillon, in Gompers’ offices, with 
Oyster late one night—but never mind about that. 
It’s another one of a thousand stories. 

Major Berry had come up to Paris under orders 
to perform one of those important and confidential 
services which form a line of distinguished achieve- 
ments, down to this present Congress of Industry. 

There were faces around the Crillon and around 
the Grand Hotel that have long since passed on— 
Jim Duncan among them. 

* * * 


As Samuel Gompers worked away, day and 
night, fashioning the frame of the International 
Labor Organization, George Berry was never far 
away. He was going everywhere, rushing in to 
see Woodrow Wilson, rushing out again, an eye 
on everything. 

There was being born the first great govern- 
mental effort to put brakes on the greed of selfish 
interests. 

Times have changed. Some of the men then 
active have gone. Some remain. Some new ones 
have come. 

Government has ever since found it imperative 
to put brakes on the greed of selfish interests, 
and to help people do those things that otherwise 
they failed to do—such as relieve unemployment 
and stop child labor and keep workshops meas- 
urably safe to work in. 

 *. < 


All this time labor, through its unions, has gone 
on, fighting the same battle. Labor men have 
fought in the unions and they have fought to get 
government to do the things that couldn’t be done 
otherwise. 

Samuel Gompers came back from Paris to go 
on with his work, driving along for the betterment 
of all life, until the end came for him at San 
Antonio. Jim Duncan went on into the shadows. 
Others also. The great parade of life moves on. 
The great struggle of humanity to lift itself up 
moves on, sometimes proud, triumphant, some- 
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times writhing in despair, sometimes moving 
implacably ahead, eyes steely and glittering, tread 
like the pounding of thunder. 

* * * 

I’ve just been looking in on Major Berry’s big 
congress, the current page in the ponderous book 
wherein the record is written. Labor came, prac- 
tically 100 per cent. 

And labor knew what it wanted. Generally it 
knows. That’s its business. 

Union leaders will go to their jobs and they will 
keep on being union leaders. 

A few days ago, in the offices of the Union 
I.abel Trades Department, I heard marvelous re- 
ports of labor’s progress. Everywhere the union 
label is doing greater work, carrying more and 
more union-made products into larger numbers of 
homes. That means more union work, more de- 
mand for union workers. 

Secretary-Treasurer I. M. Ornburn, labor’s 
great salesman, sat telling about new advances all 
along the line, new demands for products bearing 
the union label. Labor marches on. 

For example, in this growing loyalty to the 
union label and what it means, union members and 
their friends multiply their support of such prod- 
ucts as Raleigh cigarettes, Wings, and Kools, each 
with the blue label of the Tobacco Workers’ Inter- 
national Union on every package—and the labels 
of the Typographical and Photo Engravers’ 


unions as well. 
* * x 


And so, union men came to Major Berry’s con- 
ference, in the back of their minds the philosophy 
of labor, the solidarity of labor, the loyalty of 
labor to the products and services of its own 
hands. All of that was in the back of the Major’s 
mind, too, for he is president of the Printing 
Pressmen’s International Union, whose members 
will run the presses that will print the papers in 
which you will read this bit of rumination. 

It comes to this: Men move forward by deter- 
mining upon what they want and by never losing 
sight of that objective. Thus has organized labor 
itself forged the thought that animates the great 
effort of today to shake off the paralyzing grip of 
unemployment, too little pay and too much work. 

And, thinking about where we stand today, we 
know that the union label on a product means 
that in that product industry has reached its 
“farthest north,” its highest up, its greatest good. 
Beyond that, it is likewise the brand of quality. 

Secretary-Treasurer Ornburn says it would take 
a book as large as the New York telephone direc- 
tory to contain the names of all the makers of 
union-made goods. 

What a flashing, crashing host of regiments, if 
they could all march by on parade! What an 
army of progress! Here, truly, is something per- 
manent. 

You can’t pry a chiseler off of your back until 
you put union label buying pressure under him. 
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Strikes of Seamen 
Keep Ships Tied Up 


The strike of seamen on the liner Pennsylvania, 
scheduled to sail last Saturday for New York via 
the Panama Canal, has resulted in indefinitely 
postponing the departure of the vessel. 

The crew demanded that they be signed up 
under West Coast articles and pay, and the com- 
pany held to the point that the members of the 
crew were signed up under East Coast articles 
at their New York headquarters and were being 
legally held to that signing. An offer by the com- 
pany of a tentative increase of 20 per cent in 
wages for the voyage was refused by the men. 
It was reported that the intention of the men 
was to repudiate agreements made by the Inter- 
national Seamen’s Union by their International 
officers, with East Coast ship owners. The local 
Seamen’s Union is said to be taking no part in 
the disagreement except in an advisory capacity. 

William Green, president of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, has sent a telegraphic plea to 
the striking sailors of the Pennsylvania to return 
to work and take the ship back to New York, its 
home port, according to the Associated Press. 

Edward F. McGrady, assistant secretary of 
labor, also urged the strikers to move the vessel, 
carrying passengers and mail, and to appeal to 
the government for mediation if the contract is 
unsatisfactory, the dispatch said. 

Harry Lundeberg, president of the Martime 
Federation of the Pacific, sent a letter to Secretary 
of Labor Perkins in reply to one now en route 
to Lundeberg from Madame Perkins and referred 
to in press dispatches. 

After reviewing the history of the seamen’s 
dispute Lundeberg concluded with an “appeal to 
you and your department to use your offices in 
an effort to get the ship owners of the Pacific 
Coast to meet with representatives from the sea- 
men in an effort to effect some settlement of these 
differences.” 

Fifty-one steam schooners employed in the Pa- 
cific Coast lumber trade are tied up in various 
ports because of the strike of seamen for the six- 
hour day and overtime pay. 


—— 


Unfair Morrell Packing Company 
Charged With Strike Brutalities 


Patrick E. Gorman, president of the Amalga- 
mated Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen of 
North America, has just issued a stinging report 
on the conduct of the John Morrell Company in 
the strike at Sioux Falls, S. D. 

“The Morrell Company, during this trouble,” 
says the report, “is guilty of acts of brutality 
against their old employees that equal the evil 
record of the old-time coal and iron police of 
Pennsylvania.” 

The report notes that the legal authorities at 
Sioux Falls have taken the side of the company, 
and refused to investigate charges of strikebreak- 
ing brutality. 
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| Ferryboat Employees 
Ask Dismissal Wages 


As of January 6, 1936, the Masters, Mates and 
Pilots No. 40, Marine Engineers’ Beneficial Asso- 
ciation No. 97 and the Ferryboatmen’s Union of 
the Pacific served thirty days’ notice upon their 
various employers asking that their present agree- 
ments be amended to include the following pro- 
vision for a dismissal compensation to take care 
of those employees who will lose their positions 
as a result of the building of the Golden Gate and 
San Francisco-Oakland Bay bridges: 

“Each employee, after he is relieved of his posi- 
tion, due to the construction of the Golden Gate 
and San Francisco-Oakland Bay bridges, shall re- 
ceive as dismissal compensation one month’s pay 
based on the average basic monthly wage rate for 
the past five years, for every year or major frac- 
tion thereof of service. Payment shall be made 
either in one lump sum at the time that the em- 
ployee is relieved of his position or in twelve equal 
monthly payments, to begin at the time the em- 
ployee is relieved of his position.” 

The employers upon whom notice has been 
served include the Key Terminal Railway, Ltd., 
Southern Pacific Golden Gate Ferries, Ltd., North- 
western Pacific Railroad Company and Southern 
Pacific Company (Pacific Lines). 

In the case of the Northwestern Pacific Rail- 
road Company and the Southern Pacific Company 
the unions, in accordance with Section 6 of the 
Railway Labor Act, have asked for a meeting 
within the next ten days for the purpose of arriv- 
ing at an agreement on the proposed amendment 
suggested by the unions. 

In the cases of the other companies the unions 
have requested meetings as soon as is mutually 
convenient for the purpose of arriving at an agree- 
ment. : 

The building of the two bridges in the San 
Francisco Bay constitutes a real threat to the 
livelihood of hundreds of ferryboat employees. 
It is probable that some eight hundred to a thou- 
sand employees on all the ferryboat systems 
operating on San Francisco Bay will lose their 
positions when both bridges are completed. 


Fur Workers’ Conference 


By LOUIS BARON 
Practical work, both organizational and educa- 
tional, was the keynote of the second conference 
of the Pacific Coast District Council of the Inter- 
national Fur Workers’ Union, Local No. 79 of 
San Francisco and Local No. 87 of Los Angeles, 
held on Sunday, December 22, in Los Angeles. 

In a review of the work undertaken by both 
locals since the last conference was held, three 
months ago, certain shortcomings were noted, and 
plans were made to improve our drive to com- 
pletely unionize the fur workers in Los Angeles 
and San Francisco. A brief review of the work 
showed that a number of successful shop strikes 
had been carried on, that several attempts to open 
contracting shops were smashed, and that the un- 
employment insurance fund enjoyed by the fur- 
tiers of Los Angeles had reached the highest total 
in its existence. 

While a good deal of progress was shown by 
the activity carried on for the past few months, 
nevertheless both locals had not achieved the 
measure of success anticipated three months ago. 
The necessity for carrying on educational work 
and enlightenment on trade union problems among 
our membership was emphasized particularly. 

The discussion at the conference centered 
around the demand upon our International office 
to provide a subsidy for a field organizer, and the 
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strike now being carried on against Fred Benioff, 
stubborn open shopper in San Francisco. At the 
present time this employer is attempting to set a 
dangerous precedent by instituting injunction pro- 
ceedings against Local No. 79 of San Francisco. 
This matter is of the utmost importance, not only 
to the fur workers, but to the other organized 
workers in San Francisco. A campaign must be 
instituted to secure the support of the local unions 
in fighting this attempt on the part of Fred Beni- 
off to maintain an open shop and through the 
method of injunction to restrain the union’s free 
organizational activities. 


As to the subsidy, the conference realized that 
with the assistance of a field organizer the unor- 
ganized centers of the Pacific Coast would be 
unionized in a very short time. It was decided to 
appeal more strongly to the general executive 
board for such a subsidy in behalf of the fur 
workers on the Pacific Coast. 

A number of resolutions were passed at the 
conference, among which were included a reso- 
lution against the Italian invasion of Ethiopia, a 
resolution in support of the Committee for Indus- 
trial Organization headed by John L. Lewis, a 
resolution in support of a labor party based on the 
trade unions, which would be a real political wea- 
pon in combating fascism and in fighting for the 
needs of the working people. A fourth resolution 
was _ passed protesting the revocation of the char- 
ter of the Fish Cannery Workers’ Union, Local 
18656, and requesting President Green of the 
American Federation of Labor to reinstate the 
said local with full democratic rights to elect its 


own leadership. 
—————_@_____—_- 


CLOTHES FOR JOBLESS 


The District of Columbia Works Progress Ad- 
ministration announces the establishment of six 
sewing rooms where 1500 W.P.A. women workers 
will earn $45 a month making clothes for the un- 
employable jobless and local relief agencies. Later 
six other sewing rooms will be opened, with em- 
ployment for about 1000 more out-of-work women. 
Funds for the sewing rooms were allotted by 
Comptroller General McCarl. 


Seven 


All-American Meeting 
Of Labor at Santiago 


The first All-American Labor Conference ever 
held was opened at Santiago, Chile, on January 2. 
Nineteen nations were represented. The meeting 
was called by the International Labor Office at 
Geneva on the suggestion of Chile. Dr. Walter 
Riddell of Canada presided. 


The members of the United States delegation 
are: William L. Hutcheson, president of the Broth- 
erhood of Carpenters and Joiners, workers’ repre- 
sentative; Joseph C. Molanphy, former official of 
United States Steel Products Corporation, em- 
ployers’ representative; Miss Frieda Miller of New 
York State Department of Labor and Hoffman 
Philip, United States ambassador to Chile, gov- 
ernment representatives. 


For the first. time the Dominion of Canada, 
which has held aloof from Pan-Americanism, par- 
ticipated in the all-American gathering, and For- 
eign Minister Miguel Chuchago in his inaugural 
speech specifically emphasized the presence of 
Canada, whom he welcomed into “the American 
family.” 

Walter Riddell of Canada was elected chairman 
of the government group; H. C. Oersted, Den- 
mark, of the employer group, and Arthur Hayday, 
Britain, of the worker group. 

Rosendo Naula, Ecuadoran worker delegate, re- 
quested the conference to address all American 
countries in behalf of workers imprisoned for 
political offenses, and to ask their release. 

Opening speeches included a vigorous appeal by 
Frieda Miller, leader of the United States dele- 
gation and the only woman among the eighty dele- 
gates, for “the American way” of tackling labor 
problems in the new world. 

Miss Miller is sponsoring two motions in the 
name of the United States, the first raising admis- 
sion to the labor age to 16 years, and the second 
reduction of hours in the textile industry. 
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Run o’ the Hook 


(This department is conducted by the president of 

San Francisco Typographical Union No. 21) 

The printing industry of San Francisco was de- 
prived of an order for one hundred and fifty mil- 
lion liquor tax stamps when the State Board of 
Equalization awarded the contract for printing 
them to the American Decalcomania Company, 
whose bid was $107,250 against the low San Fran- 
cisco firm’s bid of $27,000. The excuse offered was 
that the Chicago firm manufactured the stamps 
by a secret process which afforded greater pro- 
tection against counterfeiting, and that the stamps 
could not be washed off the bottles and re-used as 
would be the case with the lithographed and 
printed stamps. The Printers’ Board of Trade filed 
a vigorous protest against this action on the part 
of the State Board of Equalization and called on 
the San Francisco Typographical Union and 
other local printing trades unions, as well as 
Chambers of Commerce and business groups, to 
join in the protest and request for a hearing so 
that reasons why this business should not be sent 
out of the state could be given. In spite of the 
appeals from the printing industry and the sup- 
port of the position taken by the printing indus- 
try by leading banks, the State Chamber of Com- 
merce, the California Manufacturers’ Association, 
the Senior and Junior Chambers of Commerce of 
San Francisco, and numerous other business 
groups, the State Board of Equalization refused 
to listen and gave the contract to the Chicago 
firm. Not only did the state board refuse to heed 
the requests of the employing printers and other 
business groups, but the appeals of the various 
printing trades unions fell on deaf ears also, and 
the protest of the State Federation of Labor, sent 
from the annual convention in San Diego, also 
went unheeded. Finally the Printers’ Board of 
Trade took the matter into court. The State De- 
partment of Finance, through its director, A. E. 
Stockburger, had refused to approve the contract 
and held that the stamps should be given to Cali- 
fornia establishments rather than to send the work 
out of the state. Mr. Stockburger was investigat- 
ing the matter when the State Board of Equaliza- 
tion obtained a ruling from the attorney general 
that it had the exclusive right to make the pur- 
chase and that the o. k. of the Department of Fi- 
nance was not required. 

In the trial of the case in the Superior Court at 
Sacramento before Judge Peter J. Shields the 
Printers’ Board of Trade claimed that the Legis- 
lature never intended to repeal that section of the 
code which required approval of the State Depart- 
ment of Finance of all contracts, and that the 
Legislature merely gave to the Board of Equali- 
zation control over the purchase and sale of the 
stamps by liquor dealers. The lower court ruled 
against the Printers’ Board, and an appeal: was 
filed, with the result that the District Court of 
Appeals, in a unanimous decision, reversed the 
lower court and held that all state contracts must 
be approved by the Department of Finance, and 
issued a restraining order preventing State Con- 
troller Ray L. Riley from paying any money to 
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the American Decalcomania Company for stamps 
under the contract awarded them by the State 
Board of Equalization. 

The District ‘Court of Appeals ruled that the 
liquor law does not repeal, directly or inferen- 
tially, any authority to review contracts invested 
in the Department of Finance by the general laws 
of the state, nor does it relieve the State Board of 
Equalization of any of the legal requirements 
which it must comply with under the general 
statutes relating to state contracts. 

In commenting on the decision L. A. Ireland, 
secretary of the Printers’ Board of Trade, said: 
“The decision is a rebuke to the State Board of 
Equalization for its wanton disregard of the right 
of the printing industry employers and employees 
to be heard in protest against the award of the 
$107,250 contract. to a Chicago firm at a price of 
$80,000 more than the stamps could have been 
purchased for in San Francisco. Such a contract, 
awarded to the second highest bidder, represented 
an extravagant and needless waste of the state’s 
money, but it also deprived California firms and 
their employees of this much-needed business. 
Had the award been upheld it would have opened 
the way for other future awards which might not 
be in-the public interest. The decision of the Dis- 
trict Court of Appeals will be most welcome to the 
entire printing industry, employer and. employee 
alike.” 

A. M. Gross, foreman of the “Chronicle” com- 
posing room, is confined to a local hospital, where 
he is recovering from a severe beating given him 
by four men who robbed him near Salada Beach 
last Sunday. 

James Leslie of the “Examiner”. chapel, victim 
of a stubborn case of arthritis, left San Francisco 
last Monday night for the Union Printers’ Home 
in Colorado Springs, where he hopes, along with 
a legion of friends, he will be relieved of the 
malady. 

The many friends of Carl Bolte will be pleased 
to learn he has sufficiently recovered from injuries 
suffered in a street car-automobile collision last 
September to resume his duties in the office of the 
Pernau-Walsh Company. 

——__—__—_—__ &@_—____— 
TO PROTECT TRANSPORTATION MEN 

Enactment by Congress of a workmen’s com- 
pensation law covering railway, bus, airplane and 
other interstate transportation workers was urged 
by Senator Robert F. Wagner and President 
George M. Harrison of the Brotherhood of Rail- 
way and Steamship Clerks in reports presented to 
the twenty-ninth annual meeting of the American 
Association for Labor Legislation just held in 
New York City. “It is strange that a protective 
movement like workmen’s compensation, which 
has received such widespread acceptance in this 
country, should not have been extended to workers 
engaged in interstate transportation,’ declared 
Senator Wagner, whose bill on this subject has 
been introduced in the present Congress. 

—_—_—__— &—______—__ 
MISS SCHENK RE-ELECTED 

Miss Eugenie Schenk, director of the county 
welfare department, will head the Community 
Chest relief council throughout 1936, Daniel E. 
Koshland, chairman of the general executive com- 
mittee, announces. Serving as her vice-chairman 
is E. J. Wren, director of the Society of St. Vin- 
cent de Paul. Both were re-elected to office. 
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Mailer Notes 


By LEROY C. SMITH 


Another year has slipped by, and the M. ‘T. D. U. 
officers—their reports show—have accomplished 
nothing for the working members of that organi- 
zation. 

Advices at hand reveal the secession of Los 
Angeles Mailers’ Union from the M. T. D. U. to 
continue to be a live topic of discussion in Mailer 
unions, both in and out of the M. T. D. U. The 
revolt of the Los Angeles union puts the Mon- 
treal convention of the M. T. D. U. in the shadow 
as a 1935 event in Mailer circles. Judging from 
the proceedings of the Montreal convention of the 
M. T. D. U., the annual convention of that organi- 
zation in 1936—running true to form—may be ex- 
pected to be followed by one or more Mailer 
unions seceding from the M. T. D. U. 

The “boom” the M. T. Di U. officers started, 
advocating the organization of a Mailers’ interna- 
tional union, appears to have collapsed entirely. 
In this connection, may be of interest to mailers 
and others an article in the New York “Printing 
Worker” (December issue), signed “John M.,” 
entitled, “Mailers, Wake Up!” as follows: “Did 
you ever stop to think what it will mean to you if 
you break away from the I. T. U. and form an 
international of your own? Well, you might just as 
well throw your union card away, for it won’t be 
worth the paper it is printed on. Your officers tell 
you that you cannot get anywhere by staying with 
the I. T. U. Well, the answer to that is just read 
the ‘Journal’ every month and see how many 
locals that broke away from the M. T. D. U. are 
dissatishied. Anyone with any sense knows that 
the I. T. U. means more to you than the M. T, 
D. U. or your own international. Here’s proof. 
The M. T. D. U. could not settle the bundling 
situation in Los Angeles but one local of the 
I, T. U. mailers did. So you see the printer is not 
against the mailer. Did you ever stop to think 
how much good the M. T. D. U. was in the Dallas 
strike? A hundred grand thrown away. Go to 
the meetings and sats as you think—not as your 
boss wants you to.’ 

Ray Mason of Los Angeles Mailers’ Union was 
a recent visitor. Maurice A. (‘Mike’) Michelson 
and wife, accompanied by a party of friends, left 
last week in their privately-owned autos for a 
sight-seeing tour. Their itinerary was scheduled 
to include visits to Los Angeles, San Diego— 
probably Mexico—returning home via the Yosem- 
ite Valley route to indulge in the pastime of ski- 
ing and games of friendly snowballing. A com- 
plete report of the tour is being anxiously awaited 
by ‘‘Mike’s” many friends and co-workers. 

ee 


DuPonts Largest Contributors 
To So-Called “Liberty League”’ 


The American Liberty League’s chief financial 
backers last year were members of the DuPont 
munitions family of Wilmington, Del., the league 
revealed last week in a ae to the House of 
Representatives. 

The DuPonts contributed or loaned more than 
25 per cent of the league’s receipts of $483,175. 

These loans and contributions, coupled with 
large amounts from other big business leaders, 
gave the league financial resources greater than 
those of the Republican party. 

The report showed wealthy men contributed 
most of the league’s money. Prominent backers, 
in addition to the DuPonts, were John J. Raskob, 
who managed Alfred E. Smith’s presidential cam- 
paign, $15,000; Alfred P. Sloan, board chairman 
General Motors Corporation, $15,000; E. T. Weir, 
Pittsburgh manufacturer, $15,000, and Joseph EF. 
Widener, Philadelphia capitalist, $15,000. 

The DuPont family contributions totaled $143,- 
250. 
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News Writers’ Guild 
Wins Partial Victory 


Under the caption, “Five-Day Week Back in 
San Francisco,” a correspondent of the “Guild Re- 
porter,” organ of the American Newspaper Guild, 
tells an interesting story of the return of the five- 
day week on three San Francisco daily news- 
papers. 

According to the “Reporter” correspondent, the 
shorter work-week has been re-established on the 
two Hearst newspapers in San Francisco and the 
“Chronicle” has announced thirty-day vacations. 
The “News” had remained on the five-day week 
without interruption. The Hearst Oakland “Post- 
Enquirer” also is on the five-day week. 

The victory of the Guild is attributed to a rift 
between the publishers of the “Chronicle” and 
“Examiner” and the support of union labor. 

So far as the “Chronicle” is concerned, how- 
ever, the victory is not complete. After being 
deluged with letters from trade unions and other 
sympathizers of the news writers, the “Chronicle” 
submitted to its newsroom employees a choice of 
three working schedules—(1) alternate weeks of 
five and six days, (2) the five-day week six months 
in the year, and (3) the six-day week all year, but 
a month’s vacation with pay. 

John Chester, writing in the “Pacific Weekly,” 
tells the story as follows: 

“The ‘Chronicle’ executives hinted delicately 
that they would like the third schedule much the 
best. The ‘Chronicle’ employees took the bait like 
good little fish and voted in favor of the month- 
long vacation idea. So, mes amis, there appeared 
upon the ‘Chronicle’s’ front page an elegant yarn 
about the ‘Chronicle’s’ munificence. The Associated 
Press and the United Press sent out nice pieces 
about the affair (both ignored the five-day week on 
the Hearst sheets). The public was made to be- 
lieve that the ‘Chronicle’ had done well by its 
folks. The fact remains, the ‘Chronicle’ was afraid 
of the Guild, and doubtless would have granted 
the five-day week if its employees had used a 
little sense. But the ‘Chronicle’ employees didn’t 
see the hook in the bait, and probably believe 
today that they got something pretty nice for 
Christmas.” 

The writer says the Guild objects to the “Chron- 
icle”’ settlement because, among other things: 
“The whole affair has a strong odor of company 
union. The Guild was the proper bargaining 
agency. Guild members on the ‘Chronicle’ should 
have wrinkled up their noses and seen to it that 
the Guild stepped in.’ He also declares that the 
“Chronicle” schedule endangers the five-day week 
on the other papers. 

o—___+ 


Anglo California National Bank 


Shows Large Business Increase 
Climaxing the largest growth in any two-month, 
six-month or one-year period, the Anglo Califor- 
nia National Bank reports deposits at the highest 
point in its history. 

The deposits as of December 31 totaled $185,- 
170,763; on November 1, $176,002,187; June 29, 
$171,458,667, and December 31, 1934, $160,362,052 
—an increase of $9,168,576 for the two-month 
period, $13,712,095 for the six-month period, and 
$24,808,711 for the one-year period. 

The Anglo California National Bank also con- 
tinued its healthy growth in earnings. After the 
payment of the regular dividend the sum of $320,- 
108 was added to surplus and undivided profits. 
The capital, surplus and undivided profits of the 
Anglo Bank now total $20,046,611. 


———_@___—_—__ 
The best way for a feller to give the boss orders 
is to buy union label. 
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Strike of Machinists 
Affects Large Plants 


More than one hundred and ninety shops have 
acceded to the demand of the Machinists’ Union 
for restoration of the former scale of 90 cents an 
hour and the forty-hour five-day week, according 
to officials of Machinists’ Union No. 68. 


The strike, whihc was inaugurated on January 
2, affects about three hundred men—125 from the 
Union Iron Works plant of the Bethlehem Steel 
Company and approximately one hundred and 
seventy-five from eight other plants. 

The Oakland Machinists’ Union was expected to 
act this week on demands similar to those. made 
by the San Francisco union against ships that 


have not complied with the request for wage res- 
toration. 


The daily newspapers report, “from reliable 
sources,” that fear of delay in the construction of 
two new destroyers for the navy has caused to be 
inaugurated an “unofficial investigation” of the 
machinists’ strike, which has tied up Bay district 
ship construction. 


The navy is reported to be anxious to get work 
started on the $7,350,000 worth of contracts held 
by the Bethlehem Corporation. 


During the present week the molders at the 
South San Francisco plant of the Enterprise Gas 
and Engine Works joined the machinists in tieing 
up that plant, and even non-union shipyard work- 
ers have gone out on a sympathetic strike. 


C. F. Grow, vice-president of the International 
Machinists’ Union, who has been in the city for 
some days, declared his organization was willing 
to negotiate with the employers, and said the re- 
quest for restoration of pre-depression pay was 
very conservative. 

In an effort to insure the immediate starting of 
work on the two new navy destroyers at the Union 
Iron Works plant, Timothy A. Reardon, director 
of the State Department of Industrial Relations, 
has queried Secretary of Labor Perkins as to 
whether the Davis-Bacon act, providing that pre- 
vailing wages be paid on all government construc- 
tion, applies to shipbuilding. He also wants to 
know whether the dispute at the Union Iron 
Works is covered by the Wagner labor disputes 
act, because the materials involved in the con- 
struction of the destroyers move in interstate 
traffic. 

—————o&——_—_ 

SEAMEN’S CONVENTION JANUARY 13 

The annual convention of the International Sea- 
men’s Union of America will be held at the Lee 
House in Washington, D. C., beginning January 
13, Andrew Furuseth, president of the union, has 
announced. 
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Culinary Crafts Notes 


By C. W. PILGRIM 


General International Organizer Jack Wein- 
berger has left town for the Northwest to con- 
tinue his good work in that district. 


Walter Cowan, secretary of Local No. 110, is in 
the hospital critically ill, and is likely to be 
confined to bed for a long time yet. He is suf- 
fering from an old wound which was a present 
from the bosses for his union activities. 


The following are the results of the elections 
in Bartenders’ Local No. 41: President, Sam 
Wiesz; vice-president, George Flynn; secretary, 
Dan Regan; business agents, B. A. Ferguson and 
T. Nikola; joint board, T. Chatterton, Dan Re- 
gan and Sam Wiesz; a delegation of seven was 
elected to the Labor Council. Installation will be 
held at the meeting on Monday, January 13, at 
8:30 p. m. 

We are taking the news vender away from the 
Pisco Punch, next to the Warfield Theater, but 
the house remains on the unfair list. It has not 
been doing any business for a long time and the 
news vender will do more good on another station. 
We are also taking the news vender away from 
the Danube, on Ellis street. This house is in the 
same state as the Pisco Punch. 


We are still fighting the Kress and Woolworth 
5- and 10-cent stores, also the Roosevelt, on Fifth 
at Mission, all Foster’s, Clinton’s and White Tav- 
erns. Remember to look for the union house 
card, label and button. Help to build the labor 
movement and thus help to maintain your hours 
and wages. 


The ruthless exploitation of child labor is 
checked every time you buy a _ union-labeled 
article. 
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S. F. Labor Council | 


Labor Council meets every Friday at 8 p. m. at 
Labor Temple, Sixteenth and Capp streets. Secre- 
tary’s office and headquarters, Room 205, Labor 
Temple. The Executive and Arbitration Committees 
meet every Monday at 7:30 p. m. Label Section 
meets first and third Wednesdays at 8 p.m Head- 
quarters phone, MArket 0056. 


Synopsis of Minutes of Meeting Held Friday 
Evening, January 3, 1936 
Called to order at 8:15 p. m. by President Ed- 
ward D. Vandeleur. 
Roll Call of Officers—All present. 


Minutes of Previous Meeting—A p proved as 
printed in Labor Clarion. ; 

Credentials—Cooks No. 44, Tom Balch, Otto 
Bruhn, James Delavalle, Charles Dempsey, Joe 
Dodge, Charles Fleichman, C. T. McDonough, 
Charles Pilgrim, Joe Skelly and A. J. Van Bebber; 
Garment Workers No. 131, Sarah S. Hagan, Nellie 
Casey, Delia Gordon, Anna Culberson, Kathryn 
Granville and Alice Leo; Grocery Clerks No. 648, 
Tina Dierson and W. G. Desepte; Letter Carriers, 
John C. Daly, Joe O’Hara, Porter S. Finney, 
Frank Klein, Edward Boyle, Frank Richards and 
Charles Teasland; Marine Firemen and Water- 
tenders, Orville Pratt vice F. O’Neil; Photo En- 
gravers No. 8, Andrew J. Gallagher, George C. 
Krantz; Milk Wagon Drivers No. 226, Carl Barnes, 
Charles Brown, William Casey, Thomas P. Ken- 
nedy, Dan Coleman, Jack Sullivan, Carl Sutter and 
Fred Wettstein; Water Workers, George Bauer 
and Joseph Strong. Delegates seated. i. 

Communications—From Governor Frank F. 
Merriam, relative to state taxation problem, and 
inviting the Council to send two representatives to 
a meeting in Sacramento, beginning February 3, 
1936, at 11 a. m. Referred to officers of the 
Council. 
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Referred to Jackson Christmas Fund—Letters 
transmitting donations from Amalgamated Cloth- 
ing Workers, United Garment Cutters No. 45 and 
Longshoremen No. 38-79. 


From President Green of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, transmitting information on the 
“Third United States Congress Against War and 
Fascism,” held in Cleveland, Ohio, January 3-5, 
1936, which is declared to have been led and origi- 
nated by the Communist party, according to publi- 
cation in the New York “Communist International 
Magazine.” Referred to the Labor Clarion. 


Three resolutions transmitted by F. M. Kelley, 
secretary of the Maritime Federation of the Pa- 
cific Coast, as having been adopted by a conven- 
tion of the Federation held in San Francisco, No- 
vember 12, 1935. The first resolution, dealing with 
proposed protest and stoppage of work on all ships 
at some date to be later designated by vote, by 
reason of new Shipping Board rules relating to 
rates of wages, and conduct of hiring halls unsat- 
isfactory to the federation; referred to the execu- 
tive committee. The second resolution, dealing with 
miners’ strike at Juneau, Alaska, referred to the 
International Union of Mine, Mill and Smelter 
Workers. The third resolution, dealing with radio 
telegraphers’ strike and controversy with Mackay 
Radio and Telegraph Company, was filed. 


Report of the Executive Committee—Committee 
submitted an explanatory account of the proposed 
investigation of machine shops and foundries in 
this locality, which is being conducted under the 
auspices and for the benefit of the employment 
services of the United States and the State of 
California; object of the survey is to compile data 
and information in behalf of an occupational re- 
search program. It will deal specifically with types 
of occupation for the purpose of providing more 
accurate classifications of skill and abilities re- 
quired in each shop to perform the work done 
therein, with the object in view of enabling the 
employment service to fit applicants for jobs of- 
fered them through the employment service. Com- 
mittee recommended that the Council co-operate, 
and request business agents of unions to also 
co-operate, by explaining to members working in 
shops under investigation the object of the survey 


WE DON’T PATRONIZE LIST 


The concerns listed below are on the “We Don’t 
Patronize List” of the San Francisco Labor 
Council. Members of Labor Unions and sympa- 
thizers are requested to cut this out and post it. 
California Building Maintenance Co., 20 Ninth. 
Clinton Cafeterias. 


Co-Op Manufacturing Company. 

Curtis Publishing Co., publishers of ‘Saturday 
Evening Post,’ ‘‘Ladies’ Home Journal,” 
“Country Gentleman.” 

Dornbecker Furniture Manufacturing Company, 
Portland, Oregon. 

Drake Cleaners, 249 O'Farrell and 727 Van Ness. 

Foster's Lunches and Bakeries. 

Fred Benioff, furrier, 133 Geary street. 

Goldberg, Bowen & Co., grocers, 242 Sutter. 

Goldstone Bros., manufacturers overalls and 
workingmen’s clothing. 

Independent Cleaning and Dyeing Works, 245 
Van Ness So. 

J. C. Hunken’s Grocery Stores. 

John G. Ils Co., Ranges, 2902 Nineteenth. 

Kroehler Furniture Manufacturing Company. 

Marquard’s Coffee Shop and Catering Company. 

Mission Hotel, 520 Van Ness So. 

Petri Wine Company, Battery and Vallejo. 

Pioneer Motor Bearing Company, Eddy and 
Van Ness. 

San Francisco Biscuit Co. (located in Seattle.) 

Sunset Towel Supply Co., 55 New Montgomery. 

S. H. Kress Company Stores. 

Standard Oil Company. 

Van Emon, B. C., Elevators, Inc., 224 Fremont. 

West Coast Macaroni Company. 

Woolworth’s Stores. 

All Non-Union independent taxicabs. 


Barber shops that do not display the shop card 
of the Journeymen Barbers’ Union are unfair 
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and asking them to co-operate by furnishing accy- 
rate answers to the inquiries made to them. Re- 
port concurred in. 

Special Order at 9 p. m.,, relative to Jackson 
miners’ strike, was taken up, and Delegate Freq 
West led the discussion, as one who from the 
inception of the strike, about fourteen months ago, 
has visited the city of Jackson as often as every 
two weeks and been in contact with the situation 
more than any other delegate. He stated that he 
has come to the conclusion that the time for call- 
ing off the strike is at hand, and gave ample and 
convincing evidence in proof of this. A general 
discussion followed, and resulted in a practically 
unanimous vote to the effect that this Council ad- 
vises all its affiliated unions to cease contributing 
to the Jackson strike, and that the Mother Lode 
Miners’ Union and its International Union be noti- 
fied of this action. 


Report of Special Committee, consisting of Dele- 
gates Hugo Ernst, Harry Hook, L. A. Francoeur, 
Harry N. Scher and George G. Kidwell, to visit 
Thomas J. Mooney and Warren K. Billings, was 
presented and read. Committee stated that they 
visited the brothers in San Francisco jail on De- 
cember 27, and found them in a very hopeful 
frame of mind, and delighted to be visited by an 
official committee of the San Francisco Labor 
Council. In the opinion of the committee the 
present status of the cases demands further undi- 
vided active support, and with the approval of 
both Mooney and Billings the committee recom- 
mended that all affiliated unions of the Labor 
Council, in order to more fully inform themselves 
as to how or in what manner they may be of 
assistance in the fight for their liberation, be re- 
quested to send five representatives to a delegated 
meeting, to be held on January 19, 1936, at which 
time the attorneys of record in the case, Hon. 
Frank P. Walsh, John F. Finerty and George T. 
Davis, have agreed to appear and fully inform the 
delegates as to the present status and future plans 
for a successful conclusion of these cases. Report 
concurred in. 


Reports of Unions—Machinists No. 68 reported 
having struck nine shops, of which seven are on 
the waterfront, for restoration of the pay prevail- 
ing before the depression, and for a five-day work- 
ing week of forty hours. About 300 or more men 
are involved. Ask all who can to give moral sup- 
port. 

Receipts, $367.61; expenditures, $287.51. 

Council adjourned at 9:35 p. m. 

Fraternally submitted. 

JOHN A. O’CONNELL, Secretary. 


Note: Demand the union label, card and button 
when making purchases or hiring labor or services, 
and patronize the Municipal Railway whenever 
possible. J. A. O’'C. 

Special Notice: A change has been announced 
for the delegated meeting in the Mooney and 
Billings cases. It will be held in the auditorium 
of the San Francisco Labor Temple, Sunday eve- 
ning, January 26, 1936, at 8 o’clock. Each affiliated 
union is requested to issue credentials for five of 
its members as delegates to said meeting. 

J. A. O’'C. 
Se 
DEATH OF MRS. MULL 


The many friends of Charles Mull of the Elec- 
trical Workers’ Union are extending sympathy on 
the death of his wife, which occurred suddenly on 
Saturday last. The funeral was held last Monday. 

——_@____——__ 


UNION LOSES PRESIDENT 


Garment Workers’ Union No. 151 is mourning 
the loss of its president, Mrs. Julia Pierce, who 
was taken by death on January 2. Mrs. Pierce 
had headed the union for about a year. She had 
always been prominent in the work of the or- 
ganization. 
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“Generous” Employers! 
By CARMEN LUCIA, Organize: 

Millinery manufacturers of San Francisco are 
undoubtedly worried over the possible unioniza- 
tion of their plants. This anxiety was demonstrated 
by the fact that each millinery employer tried to 
outdo and outshine the next one by putting on 
lavish Christmas parties with rowdy and sugges- 
tive entertainment in ill keeping with the times. 

Buffet lunch was served and liquor flowed 
freely as the spirits of the deluded workers 
mounted higher and higher. The workers sang 
their appreciation for their bosses’ bounty by 
singing “For He’s a Jolly Good Fellow.” For- 
gotten were the long hours and low pay! For- 
gotten were the cries of discrimination and favor- 
itism! 

The refrain has changed as the Christmas spirit 
evaporated into daily routine and grind and as 
“The Jolly Good Fellow” resumed his role of ex- 
ploiting employer. To the hum of the machines, 
to the whirr of the needles and to the heat of the 
irons, beats the tom-tom of the speed-up. Realiza- 
tion a little belated has come! ‘“He’s given us a 
party so we won’t join the union! So we'll think 
he is kind and generous!” These are some of the 
remarks of the -millinery workers today. 

The rub came after the workers at these parties 
had imbibed freely of the “spirits, free lunch and 
baloney,” when the boss had another illuminating 
idea—that of “passing the hat” in true Salvation 
Army style, to help defray the expenses. So the 
workers paid for their “free” Christmas party and 
will continue to pay and pay unless they join the 
Millinery Workers’ Union, Local No, 40. 


Results of Cap Makers’ Election 

At its regular meeting Monday, January 6, Cap 
Makers’ Union No. 9 of the United Hatters, Cap 
and Millinery Workers’ International Union held 
its election of officers. The following were elected: 
Joseph Costamagna, chairman; Thomas E. Walsh, 
vice-chairman; Francis Hill, recording secretary; 
Max Staub and Mary Erlach, trustees; Max Staub, 
Mary Erlach, Francis Hill, Joseph Costamagna 
and Thomas E. Walsh, executive board members; 
Max Staub, delegate to Label Section; Thomas E. 
Walsh, delegate to Labor Council. 

Installation of officers will be held on the 20th 
of January. A dance will follow the installation. 
Cap Makers’ Union No. 9 will also celebrate its 
lirst anniversary on the 20th. Refreshments will 
be served and friends of the local are cordially 
invited, Se 
Mass Meeting to Be Held Sunday 

In Aid of “Framed” Prisoners 


A mass meeting in behalf of the Modesto pris- 
oners—members of waterfront unions who were 
convicted of “illegal possession of dynamite’— 
will be held on Sunday, January 12, at 2 p. m., in 
the Building Trades Temple, 200 Guerrero street. 

The gathering is being sponsored by the Mo- 
desto Defense Committee, which in a circular let- 
ter details the story of the alleged “frame-up” by 
which these men were sentenced to prison. 

The appeal case of the’prisoners is to be heard 
before the Supreme Court in February, and the 
committee is asking for funds to carry on the de- 
fense. The prisoners, now in San Quentin, are 
Rogers, Sousa, Silva, Johnson, Fitzgerald, Bur- 
rows, Ciambrelli and Stanfield. 

These men were indicted on five counts, ranging 
from conspiracy to blow up Standard Oil prop- 
erty to intent to do bodily harm with deadly 
Weapons. In the words of the circular, “the men 
were exonerated of any possible motives for pos- 
sessing explosives, yet they were found guilty of 
possessing them.” It is claimed that the convic- 
tion was secured through “fabricated and per- 
jured” testimony. 


CAWOR CLARION 


WAITERS ELECT OFFICERS 


The annual election of officers of Waiters and 
Lunchmen’s Union No. 30 took place last Monday, 
January 6, and resulted as follows: President, 
A. C. Armstrong; first vice-president, Harvey 
Towne; second vice-president, W. R. Nichols; 
secretary-treasurer, Hugo Ernst; business agents, 
A. A. Moore and Joe Piccini; trustees, F. Cipo- 
lini, Ed Moore and Fred Oesterreich; local joint 
board, Hugo Ernst, George Marsh and Harvey 
Towne; executive board, Louis Benguerel, Harry 
B. Dennis, George Johnson, J. G. Manus, Carl 
Nelson, E. W. Snyder and B. H. Weaver; San 


Francisco Labor Council delegates, George 
Barach, Harry Emmett, Hugo Ernst, Joe Iacono, 
Theodore Johnson, George March, A. A. Moore, 
Joe Piccini, Harvey Towne and Sanford Williams. 
Ballots in excess of 1100 were cast, and polls were 
open from 8 a. m. to 10 p. m, The names of sev- 
enty-eight candidates were voted for and were 
counted by six sets of tally clerks of three mem- 
bers each. 
SS 


One doesn’t have to be a handcuff king to re- 


move his chains. All you have to do is to buy 
union-labeled goods. 


Bank of America 


NATIONAL INNS 


ASSOCIATION 


A CALIFORNIA STATEWIDE BANK 


Condensed Statement of Condition December 31, 1935 


RESOURCES 


Cash in Vault and in 
Federal Reserve Bank . 
Due from Banks . 


Securities of the United States Gov- 
ernment and Federal Agencies 
State, County and Municipal Bonds 
Other Bonds and Securities . 
Stock in Federal Reserve Bank. . 


Loans and Discounts . 
Accrued Interest and 
Accounts Receivable 


- $ 63,311,862.10 
71,677,843.58 


488,574,774.63- 
91,510,898.58 
ae 40,133,885.40 
2,475,000.00 
o 6 451,009,354.44 


AG 6,163,430.97 


Bank Premises, Furniture, Fixtures 


and Safe Deposit Vaults 
Other Real Estate Owned . 


Customers’ Liability on Account of 


. 35,394,076.32 
8,856,786.10 


Letters of Credit, Acceptances 


and Endorsed Bills. . 
Other Resources . . . 


Total Resources 


ons 17,580,256.69 
o 8 731,212.61 


1,277,419,381.42 


LIABILITIES 


Capital’ G 6 G- « 
Surplus. 2 ok 6G 
Undivided Profits. . . 
Reserves . 


Liability for Lettees of Credit gid 


50,000,000.00 
32,500,000.00 
18,367,306.53 

3,240,346.80 


- - § 


as Acceptor, Endorser or Maker 


on Acceptances and Foreign Bills 


Deposits: 
Commercial . 
Savings . . 


18,046,263.51 


386,051,582.12 
769,213,882.46 


Total Liabilities 


1,155,265,464.58 


1,277,419,381.42 


This statement includes the figures of the London, England, bank- 


ing office of Bank of America, N. T.& S 


. A., and does not include 


the ten banking offices of the Bank of America (a California State 
Bank) under the same management. 


<a 431 Banking Offices in 264 California Communities <q oes: sos] 


CHEAP CLEANING IS EXPENSIVE 


Be not deceived by cheap cleaning. Protect the health of your family by 
patronizing a plant where all your clothes and household goods, including 
rugs, are handled under the most sanitary conditions, where your clothing 
stays clean and pressed longer and save them from wear. 
Cleaning with us is an art. 
High Quality Cleaning and Finishing at 
Moderate Prices — You Will Be Surprised 


J. ALLEC 


DYEING AND CLEANING WORKS 


Main Office and Works 


1360 MISSION STREET 
PHONE HEMLOCK 3131 


Twelve 


Mooney Meeting 


To All Affiliated Unions, Greetings: 

As per resolution of the San Francisco Labor 
Council, a special committee, consisting of Dele- 
gates Hugo Ernst, Harry Hook, L. A. Francoeur, 
Harry N. Scher and George G. Kidwell, on De- 
cember 27, 1935, visited Brothers Thomas J. 
Mooney and Warren K. Billings in the San Fran- 
cisco jail, for the purpose of conveying to them 
the Council’s well-wishes and loyal support. In 
the opinion of the committee the status of the 
cases demands the undivided active support of the 
entire labor movement, and to that end the com- 
mittee recommended, 
Mooney and Billings, that all affiliated unions of 
the San Francisco Labor Council meet in a dele- 
gated meeting for the purpose of being fully 
informed as to how and in what manner they can 
be of assistance in the fight for liberation of these 
men. 

Accordingly each union affiliated with this Coun- 
cil is invited and requested to be represented by 
five delegates at a meeting in the Auditorium of 
the San Francisco Labor Temple, Sixteenth and 
Capp streets, on Sunday evening, January 26, 
1936, at 8 o’clock, for the purpose of hearing the 
attorneys of record in the Mooney case, the Hon. 
Frank P. Walsh, John F. Finerty and George T. 
Davis, who will appear and fully inform the dele- 
gates of the present status of the case of Thomas 
J. Mooney’s application for a writ of habeas 
corpus. 

None but the five delegates from each union, 
bearing special credentials, will be admitted to 
said meeting. 

Fraternally, 

SAN FRANCISCO LABOR COUNCIL. 
By EDWARD D. VANDELEUR, President. 
JOHN A. O’CONNELL, Secretary. 

January 7, 1936. 

———————— 


Gallup (N. M.) Defense Committee 
Asks Funds to Prosecute Appeal 


An appeal is being made by the Gallup Defense 
Committee to all American labor to aid in a na- 
tional campaign to obtain freedom for three coal 
miners, Juan Ochoa, Manuel Avitia and Leandro 
Velarde, of Gallup, N. M. 

“In one of the rawest frame-ups in all labor 
history,” says the committee, “these men have 
been convicted of second-degree murder, and, in 
spite of a recommendation of clemency by the 
jury, sentenced to forty-five to sixty years at hard 
labor. 

“This harsh and unjust sentence, by a judge 
who exhibited violent anti-labor prejudice through- 
out the proceedings, climaxed a drive by the Wall 
Street-controlled coal corporations of Gallup to 
abolish all civil rights and labor organizations and 
to institute the open shop in the Southwest. The 
character of the prosecution strengthened the con- 
viction of impartial observers that three innocent 
miners were being punished, not for the crime 
alleged, but for their loyalty to the cause of labor. 

“As a result of the sentence, the anti-labor drive 
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LABOR CLARION 


in Gallup has redoubled, till today the very exist- 
ence of the U. M. W. A. in that section is in 
serious danger.” 

Money is urgently needed to carry on the appeal 
of the three men. Unions are requested to send 
contributions to Frank L. Palmer, secretary- 
treasurer of the National Gallup Defense Commit- 
tee, 41 East Twentieth street, New York City. 

eee ae ee 

WIFE OF UNION MAN MURDERED 

Mrs. James Dugan, wife of an official of the 
strife-torn Chicago Painters’ Union, was shot and 
instantly killed by a gang of gunmen last week 
as she was riding in an automobile in the stock 
yards district with her husband. The husband told 
the police he was the intended target. 

a 

UNION WINS BARGAINING ELECTION 

The United Textile Workers’ Union of New- 
berry, S. C., won the election of employees of the 
Oakland mill to choose a collective bargaining 
agency. Out of 275 employees eligible to vote, 
155 ballots were cast for the union and two for 
the “Good Will Club.” 

SS 

Experts are taking polls on elections and every- 
thing. Why not take a poll of your union to ascer- 
tain the number who buy under the union label, 
shop card and button? 
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Butchers’ Annual Ball 


The fifteenth annual entertainment and ball of 
Butchers’ Union No. 115 is scheduled for the Civic 
Auditorium on Saturday night, January 25. 

This event, always outstanding in labor social 
affairs, will be bigger and better than ever this 
year, according to M. S. Maxwell, business man- 
ager of the organization. 

The entertainment program will be made up of 
twenty-five varied vaudeville acts, the show to 
start at 8 o’clock and continue until 9:30. Dancing 
will then go on until 1 a. m. to the tunes of Harry 
Payson’s augmented band of forty-one pieces. 

Frank Grannucci is general chairman, with 
M. S. Maxwell as secretary-treasurer. The com- 
mittee on arrangements is composed of Joseph Y. 
Henderson, R. Brugge, W. G. Smith, Walter Mur- 
ray, Frank Flohr, Joe Domenigoni, Robert Young, 
Frank Gallagher and Charles Killpack. 

pe 
JOBS FOR W.P.A. WORKERS 


Twenty-four department stores in New York 
have announced they would place W.P.A. workers 
in permanent jobs as fast as positions are available 
in the normal employment turnover. 


STATEMENT OF CONDITION 


THE 
ANGLO CALIFORNIA 
NATIONAL BANK 


DECEMBER 31, 1935 


RESOURCES 


Cash and Due from Banks 
U.S. Government Securities 


State, Municipal Bonds, 
Other Securities 


$48,101,538.13 
28,682,721.83 


- 17,440,554.76 $94,224,814.72 
Stock in Federal Reserve Bank 


Bank Premises and Other Real Bhat. 


552,000.00 
6,010, 362.66 


Customers’ Liability under Letters of Credit 


and Acceptances 
Other Assets 
Loans and Discounts 


793439365-47 
1,228,181.23 


104,96 3,295.98 
TOTAL $214,322,020.06 


LIABILITIES 


Capital . 2. . . 
Surplus . . ee 
Undivided Profits sae 


Reserves for Dividends, Inccbeet, Chesacenbibe 
Letters of Credit and Acceptances . 


Other Liabilities 
Deposis . . . . . 


+ $15,400,000.00 
se 3,100,000.00 
5 1,546,611.93 

1,301,622.91 
7+359,181.18 
443,840.13 
185,170,763.91 
TOTAL $214,322,020.06 


ANGLO 
CALIFORNIA 


NATIONAL 


BANK 


Of Any Process of Ink Being Transferred 
to Paper 


Allied Printing Trades Council 


THE SYMBOL OF FAIR CONDITIONS 


SAN FRANCISCO: 1 Sansome St - 101 Market St - Montgomery & Sacramento Sts 
Market, Ellis & Stockton Sts - Market, McAllister & Jones Sts - Fillmore & Geary 
Chestnut & Fillmore Sts - Mission & Sixteenth Sts - Geary at Twentieth Ave 
Third & Twentieth Sts - OAKLAND: 1560 Broadway 


